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Wisdom - Our Actions Give us Away

Introduction:
1. The key verse is verse 11, “Even a child is known by his doings...”  It is difficult for man to “know  
 his own way” (v.24).   “But all wisdom is built on attitudes and actions.”  This passage, after some  
 strong presuppositions, hits four actions.
2. Three Suppositions
 A. Our actions come from within.  Verse 27 is so good, “The spirit of man is the candle of the   
      Lord...”  God has placed within us a “furnace”, an energy source, and all of our actions start   
      there.  Deep down, what are you like?  Do you have “stripes on your inward parts” (v.30)...any  
      unresolved conflicts or pent up hostilities?
 B. Our actions should manifest guilt (v.9).  We are not pure of heart...none of us.  As you read this,  
     can you think of parts of you that have not been given to God?  It is not what He has; it is what  
     He does not have.  Are you hardened?  Can God prick your conscience?

 I. Any Addiction Problems? (v.1) “wine is a mocker, strong drink raging...”  Let’s broaden this.  Do  
    you have any bad habits?  Duane, you must be kidding!  There are three criterion here.
  A. Mocker - Do you have any habits that “take on a life of their own”?  Alcohol, cigarettes,  
      chocolate, coffee, gambling, gossip, pornography...
  B. Raging - Note the compulsive nature, it controls you.
 II. Any cheating problems (vs.10,14,17,21,23)  It is all over this passage.
  A. God does not like cheats (v.10). “..an abomination to the Lord”. (turns his back)
  B. We all get caught (v.17). “mouth full of gravel...”  Do we really think the dishonest person  
      is not caught?  One way or another...he is.
 III. Any laziness problems (vs.4,13)
  A. How do you respond to pressure?Have you noticed that anything obtainable in life   
      demands work?  Praise God...spiritual growth is not built around your ability to bounce a  
      basketball or how smart you are.  Praise God, “draw nigh to God and He will draws nigh  
      to you.”  (James 4:8).  Getting excited?
  B. How disciplined are you (v.17), “love not sleep...open your eyes...”  Are your eyes being  
      opened?  Get excited about God.
 IV. Any gossip problems (v.3,19,20)  “He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets...”  Do  
      you talk about others?  Do you “curse” your parents behind their backs?  Our words give us  
      away.

Conclusion
Well...powerful study.  Verse 5 relates that “our purposes are like deep waters...”  Our actions and 
responses go deep.  When was the last time you thought about the ramifications of your actions?  Do you 
need to change?

  


